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Short and Long u 
 

Read the pairs of words below. Listen for the difference 
between the short u and long u sounds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More ESL Phonics handouts at www.stickyball.net/phonics.html 

cub / cube 

dun / dune 

cut / cute 

Jud / Jude 

mutt / mute 

luck / Luke 

run / rune 

Russ / ruse 

bun / boon 

dud / dude 

bun / boon 

sun / soon 

rub / rube 

tub / tube 

duck / duke 

mud / mood 

nut / newt 

fuss / fuse 

but / boot 

ruff / roof 

http://www.stickyball.net/phonics.html
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Short and Long u - Sentences 
  

1.  The sun will soon rise. 
 

2. Jude is in a bad mood. 
 

3. The ruse is not cute, Russ. 
 

4. My mutt is mute, but it is cute. 
 

5. The newt will run to the rune. 
 

6. The cute cub will fuss and fuss. 
 

7. Luke has bad luck. 
 

8. The duke’s duck runs in the dune. 
 

9. Jud and Jude cut a bun on the roof. 
 

10. The cube will melt in the tub. 


